Can glycopyrrolate replace temporary pacemaker and atropine in patients at high risk for symptomatic bradycardia undergoing AngioJet mechanical thrombectomy?
We studied the feasibility and efficacy of glycopyrrolate, a synthetic anticholinergic agent with shorter half-life and without reflex tachycardia, in preventing symptomatic bradycardia in patients undergoing mechanical thrombectomy with the AngioJet Rheolytic Thrombectomy System (Possis Medical, Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota). There was no need for temporary pacemaker insertion and no hemodynamically significant bradycardia in 10 consecutive patients. Additionally, there were no adverse effects from glycopyrrolate therapy. Our pilot study demonstrates that glycopyrrolate may replace temporary pacemaker insertion in these patients at high risk for symptomatic bradycardia.